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Exhibit Spotlight: Maker Space

The Maker Space at KidsPlay Children’'s Museum is an inspiring exhibit where traditional arts and
crafts blend with STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) learning elements. This
exhibit invites children to explore and solve problems through fun and innovative activities.
Children develop critical thinking and a love for discovery while responding to an
ever-changing “"Maker Space Challenge” and when engaging with one of the STEM stations, such
as the Microscope.
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Thanks to the Neag Foundation's generous support, the Maker
Space is entering an exciting new chapter. Over the next year,
we plan to restore an educator position to the Maker Space
team to design more interdisciplinary activities merging
creativity and STEM. This role will bring fresh inspiration and
STEM expertise to our programs.

We also plan to pilot an Artist-in-Residence program that will
welcome teaching artists who will introduce children to media
such as clay, textiles, and sculpture. These upgrades will
transform the Maker Space into an even more vibrant hub
for creativity and STEM learning.

Thank you, Neag Foundation, for helping us foster innovation and |mag|natlon. Together
we're inspiring the next generation of creators and problem-solvers! A




Staff Spotlight: Deb Kellogg, Senior Guest Service Associate

"I have always been interested in art,” says Deb, KidsPlay's Maker Space |
Assistant, Volunteer Coordinator, and Youth Engagement Specialist.

Deb began at KidsPlay as a volunteer for the Messy Art program,
where she spent two years bringing the same delight that she had
discovered as a child to a new generation. When she was invited to
join the KidsPlay team, she was thrilled to use the skills that
she had developed through her degree in graphic design, fine
arts, and photography in the role.

The final products can be seen displayed around the Maker Space: castles and robots, trucks and
trains, each one different. “Yours is going to look different because it's yours,” Deb says.
“Everyone has their own unique style. Everyone has their own unique vision.”

Visitor Spotlight: Nicole, Alex, Minty, Navah, & Nasir

As a homeschool parent, finding activities that keep your children engaged is incredibly important
- but it can also be a big challenge!

Nicole has been a KidsPlay visitor since her oldest was a toddler and has watched the Museum
grow alongside her family. With children from ages 4 to 11, she appreciates that KidsPlay's
exhibits appeal to a variety of ages. “"There's something for every age,” she says. "We can
stay for hours."” KidsPlay's variety of exhibits also means that Nicole can target different areas
to align with her homeschool curriculum; she recalls playing in Block City and the Maker Space to
work on her children’s spatial awareness and fine motor skills.

Over the years, Nicole and her family have come to
feel at home at KidsPlay. She especially appreciates
. the patience and friendliness of KidsPlay's Guest
Service staff. "The people that work here are so
nice and so helpful. I've never been greeted
without a smile.”

- Solving Homeschool Challenges




Supporter Spotlight: Stu and Jane Grodin

Stu Grodin remembers with pride the day he, Jane,
and Cathy Schmitz put the first strokes of blue
paint on the wall of KidsPlay's original gallery in
the front of 61 Main Street, in preparation for the series
of Thursday night pop-up events that marked the first
opening of the Museum.

Both lifelong educators, the Grodins were
always dedicated to the teaching of young
children. In 2010, when an advisory committee
was formed to investigate the possibility of G 8

opening a children's museum in Torrington, they This is our Legacv
were quick to become involved.

“"We realized that we could dream,” Stu
says. "We could make this happen.” Today,
through the efforts of Stu, Jane, and others,
the Museum now operates three buildings and
over 20,000 square feet of public space - far,
far more than the small original advisory
committee had dreamed.

Museum News: KidsPlay to Welcome New Board Members,
Kristen Fern & Lori Heath

Kristen Fern is a retired Lori Heath is a lifelong Torrington
educator with a passion for resident who has been actively
lifelong learning. In involved in the Northwest CT

addition to her board role,
Kristen volunteers in
KidsPlay's CFLC Library,
where she continues
to inspire young minds
and support
educational initiatives
in her community.

community. In her 35+year
career in banking, Lori
has enjoyed the many
opportunities for lifelong
learning and sees great
value in

supporting KidsPlay.




Board of Directors

Brian McCormick* Marc Borghesi
President Ruth Nadeau Dwyer
Cheryl Kloczko Stuart Grodin*
Vice President Robin Ledversis
Cathleen Schmitz* John Martin*
Secretary Carmen Neale
Sara Kroscen Brad Oneglia
Treasurer
Ken Merz*
Past President *Founding Members
Advocates
Mickie-Ann Budny Susan McCray
Kristen Fern** Elaine Murphy
Anne Green Pascale Nejaime
Mary Guilfoile Marilyn Plaskiewicz
Lori Heath** Carol Quartiero
Joel Hernandez JoAnn Ryan
Holly Hunt Matthew Terzian
Lynn McCormick Keith Woolford
Karen Zeiner

**Board of Director terms to start in January 2025

Admin & Creative

Eileen Marriott Executive Director
Bethany Frasco Operations Director
Tamara Christensen Business Director

Ella Frauenhofer Development Associate

Education & Community

Engagement
Kristin Ercoli Hub Manager
Patty Cassella Learning Experience
Specialist

B2G Community
Coordinator
STEM Specialist

Julie Fabiaschi
Donna Maraia

Exhibits and Facilities

Exhibits & Facilities
Manager
Exhibit Technician

Karl Nilsson

David Canty
Guest Service Team

Senior Guest
Service Assoclates

Carolina Gonzalez
Deborah Kellogg
Peggy Monat
Guest Service Associates
Jordyn Box
Abby Foulds
Sofie Frauenhofer
Tori McClintick
Christina Santiago

Group Sales
Associate
Alyssa Lyga

Guest Service Assistants

Ellie Ercoli
Selena Hernandez
Melissa Killmer
Kim Lyga
Carla Marte Ortiz
Tariana Medina
Jennifer Montero

21+ Event: KidsPlay After Dark

Our Halloween KidsPlay After
Dark was a blast! Visitors to this
adults-only event enjoyed a
spooky scavenger hunt, showed
off their scary good karaoke
skills, and snacked on
refreshments generously
supplied by Nutmeg Fudge. Keep
a lookout for our next After
Dark event!

Good friends will stick
by you through thick and
thin! KidsPlay is very
lucky to have a group of
friends just like that
whose steady support
throughout the year
helps the Museum offer
the best possible playful
learning experiences.

By becoming a "Steadfast Friend” with a monthly
recurring donation, you'll help ensure that our
Museum has the steady support it needs to thrive,
no matter the season. Your consistent contributions
will allow us to plan and grow, ensuring that every child
who walks through our doors has access to the joy and
learning that KidsPlay offers.

E Visit KidsPlay's
%3 website or scan the
i QR code to learn
more about the
stories from the
newsletter!

www.kidsplaymuseum.org - 61 Main St, Torrinton, CT - 860.618.7700




