“Oh the places you'll go.”
- Dr. Seuss




Dear Friend,

In 2022 we celebrated KidsPlay's 10th Birthday! As we reflected on the
Museum's incredible growth from our conceptual opening in 2012, we can
see the Museum's positive impact on families and the local economy.

The Museum has:
« developed thoughtfully designed brain-building exhibits.
« provided a neutral place for educators, service providers and families to
work together.
« fostered positive shared experiences that decreased social isolation.
« created comprehensive access programs to welcome underserved
families.
« collaborated with community partners to create diverse, innovative programs.
« attracted visitors from across the state to discover a vibrant downtown in Torrington.

This incredible growth would not have been possible without the visionary leadership of our founders, a dedicated
Board of Directors, and considerable public and private support.

At ten years old, KidsPlay fulfills the vision of children's museums as a joyful space, inviting destination, cultural
gateway, community resource, and educational laboratory. The Museum has also become an economic driver in the
redevelopment of downtown Torrington.

With Gratitude,
Eileen Marriott

Museum Director
g

10th Birthday Extravaganza!

“The Museum has provided
experiences for the children and
visitors that they will cherish for a
lifetime... The Museum has helped
make our City a destination and its
contribution to our children and
community is immeasurable.”

- Torrington'’s Mayor, Elinor Carbone




Torrington Cultural District

CT Summer at the Museum

&

TORRINGTOMN

CULIURAL
I[m DISTRICT

Town-Hall Style Meeting with
Governor and Chamber of Commerce

2022 KidsPlay by the Numbers

Visitors by Town

KidsPlay welcomed 36,629 visitors

from 34 states, 5 countries, and
143 out of 169 CT towns!
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Visitors by Year
Since inception KidsPlay
has reached 301,021
cumulative visitors!
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Memberships at Year End

By the end of December, 412
families and 30 organizations
were part of the KidsPlay family.
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KidsPlay Day Camp

Litchfield Historical Society
Tapping Reeve Meadow

Litchfield County 4-H

"KidsPlay Day Camp was always full of
surprises and laughter. One day, the campers
were visited by baby goats from a local 4H
Club! They loved feeding them hay and giving
gentle pets. And of course, every Friday needed
to end with a sweet treat from Nutmeg Fudge
Company!” - Christina Prinssen, KidsPlay's
Program and Communications Coordinator



Spooky Science

Best Summer Ever

Wis STEM Club




Storytelling with
Our Culture is Beautiful

"Children build curiosity and empathy by
learning about history and culture.” -
Patty Cassella, KidsPlay's Learning
Experience Specialist

African Drumming

Unsung Heroes of Flight




Sensory Friendly Playtime

"This meant more than you know. It's not always
easy to find a place that understands the special
circumstances of a ASD family. We'll definitely be
returning!!” - Glenda V., KidsPlay Visitor

Indigenous Lifeways and History

Art Adventures - Native Voices




Explore the World with "Play"

FREEMAN FOUNDATION
Asian Culture Exhibit Series

Adrenist eed by Assocabon of Chidran's Museums

Dance Around the World




Community Conversations

Latin American
Mother's Day Celebration

Programs included making Frida Khalo paper flower crowns, weaving God’s eyes, and making
Guatemalan Worry Dolls.

To close out the month, KidsPlay partnered with New Opportunities to co-host Dance Across
Latin America, a showcase of local youth dance groups who demonstrated different dance styles
across the Americas.



Birth to Graduation

"KidsPlay is an amazing foundation for our program and other agencies
that are able to meet at the Museum. Everyone is focused on building
community and preparing our children to succeed when they get to
school." - Julie Fabiaschi, Community Coordinator for Birth to Graduation

Community Family Learning Center

Celebrate "Kids" and "Belonging"



Ready, Set, Kindergarten!
Torrington Public Schools

Center School in Litchfield
Summer Kick-off event

"Raise the Bar"
Gerald Incandela's Studio

Wellness in the Park
Prime Time House
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Strategic Priority
Be a responsible steward of earned income
and philanthropic investments through the
development and implementation of
appropriate financial controls, oversight, and
strategic investment policies.

Operating Funds Capital Support

Revenue

Donations
and
Foundation
Grants

Government

Grants
Donations

30%

$865,413 $861,238 $290,880

A Legacy Investment State of Connecticut

Thank you to the
400+ individuals,
50+ businesses,

A Museum for the Community

10+ foundations, &
Federal, State, and City funds
that supported our work in 2022!




Notable Investments

42 donors reinvigorated the Museum's expansion effort!
The Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation
organized and matched donations for this crowdfunding
campaign helping KidsPlay raise $53,710, or 107% of the
goal. These funds are being used to rebuild the space within
57 Main Street into new exhibit galleries and the
Hub@KidsPlay. This project increases the museum's
capacity and its collective impact on children and families.

The Museum's Literacy Tree House has been a beloved
signature exhibit since 2015. Despite its sophistication, it
lacked the artwork and design elements first envisioned.

As the Museum's exhibit efforts progressed, an
opportunity to highlight STEM more thoroughly in the
tree house was also identified. In early 2022, Board
Member Val Vitalo and Museum Advocate Elaine
Murphy launched a plan and a fundraising campaign to
complete the Literacy Tree House and refresh worn
elements. These efforts included a grant from the
Northwest Connecticut Community Foundation's Miriam

Mason Cable Trust Fund, a Back to School Cut-A-Thon,
and more. When Val Vitalo passed away, the gifts made
in her memory were designated to complete this project

that was so meaningful to her.

Strategic Priority
Develop the diversified funding and
communication strategies
necessary to build organizational
capacity and relationships.

ConnectiCare, Dymazx, Eversource, Santa Energy,
The York Hill Trap Rock Quarry Company, and
William P Ryan DMD invested $69,000 into energy
efficiency projects at the Museum. KidsPlay worked
with these businesses to secure business tax credits
for their donations through Connecticut'’s
Neighborhood Assistance Act Program. Additional
support for these projects was provided by Alliant
and McKenna Orthodontics.

A robust safety and security infrastructure is critical
to protecting capital investments and providing a
safe environment for families. The City of Torrington
pledged $74,270 of its American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) allocation to secure this infrastructure for
KidsPlay's growing campus. This Community Impact
Grant supplements the City's 2021 Facade
Improvement grant for 57 Main Street. Together,
these programs aim to make transformative
investments to sustain and strengthen Torrington's
economic recovery. KidsPlay's expansion of
interactive exhibit galleries and program capacity
from 11,000 sf to over 20,000 sf amplifies the
Museum's reputation as an innovative tourist
destination for families.

In April 2022, we raised money through the Connecticut Community Foundation's Give

Local of Greater Waterbury and Litchfield Hills online giving campaign for 'KidsPlay's
Best Summer EVER.' Thanks to all the donors who supported this effort, we reopened
the Maker Space, added new exhibit elements, offered special programs, and
participated in community events. It was the ultimate way to nourish the social,
emotional, and cognitive wellbeing of children.
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2022
Corporate Partners

Partners in Transforming

SyUnion  EVERS=URCE

Savings Bank
Partners in Innovating

CEunuuesr T SDYMAX
TRAVELERS ]
- Partners in Constructing
o= &
=) ==3ze=2  ConnectiCare {8 Blevator Service
Partners in Imagining
@ZUR[CH sAlliant  rerod seaithcare &

Nuvance  brMichael Curi &Dr. Jessica Magda OUTER
Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine ARM

try COMMERCIAL SEWING.

) kA
Donors

3 Guys Ski & Ride Giuliano Richardson RAR Excavating
Ace Automatic Transmission, LLC & Sfara LLC & Building, LLC
Asbestos Management Co., LLC G.L. Capasso Inc. Smith Property Services
Barron & Company, LLP HTH Automatic Sprinkler Stedronsky & Meter, LLC
Barry Cone Heating & Air Litchfield County Pediatrics, LLC Whittlesey PC
vi o Conditioning Lockton William Ryan DMD
ZQ: Brooker Memorial  Ebersol, McCormick, McKenna Orthodontics York Hill Trap Rock
Reis & Steck, LLC Northwest Hills Automotive, LLC Quarry, Inc.

Gerald H. Michalowski, CPA

Together with our Partners, we are preparing a diverse community of
children to thrive intellectually, socially, and emotionally.




Ways to Support

Donate to the Annual Fund to ensure high-quality,
whole family learning experiences are available to all
at the Museum each day.

« Give a one time gift through our website, in person, GIVE the gift of play to families who
or by mail. cannot otherwise afford the
+ Become a "Steadfast Friend" by pledging an Museum's reasonably priced

automated monthly gift. admission. Sponsor a family
« Make a federal tax-free charitable distribution from through A Museum for the

your IRA or grant from your Donor Advised Fund. Community Fund.

Become a Corporate Partner to
meet your philanthropic and
marketing objectives while offering
unigue benefits to your employees.

Volunteer as a play facilitator for programs or

exhibits, at a special event, or with behind the

scenes projects including administrative tasks
and exhibit building/maintenance.

Make a lasting impact by
including KidsPlay in your

. yiny "You have no idea how important you and
will. A legacy gift will KidsPlay are to me! Don't want to sound

enrich our community for melodramatic, but from the first day I came in to

generations to come. apply for volunteering, I have felt welcome.” -

Sally Bergad, volunteer




The mission of KidsPlay Children’s Museum
is to provide children with an environment that
fosters imagination and creativity through
interactive exhibits and play that will deepen
their appreciation and understanding of the
sciences, the arts and the world around them.

The vision of KidsPlay Children’s Museum
is to provide a sustainable anchor institution,
preparing a diverse community of children to

thrive intellectually, socially, and emotionally.

"We are members and love coming on Thursdays after school when
the museum is open later. It's a nice way to spend the time before
dinner! The kids get a variety of things to do and we often meet up
with a friend to play together." - a KidsPlay Member

"I took my two boys, ages 2 and 5, to KidsPlay Museum today for
the first time and they had an amazing time. I want to thank you
and your team for providing such a great experience. I also want

to thank your staff for being so flexible with us as we were late

for our reservation time. I was very stressed after a 40 minute

drive and your flexiblity and understanding meant the world to
me. We will definitely be back!" - Jessica N.
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"I can't believe we are here in real life!" - a child
overheard by the Guest Service Staff

www.kidsplaymuseum.org
61 Main St, Torrinton, CT

860.618.7700
'.‘.i J KidsPlay Children's Museum, Inc. is
a501(C) (3) not-for-profit organization



